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Film Studies 367.01:

The American Film Auteur
Instructor: TBD

Classroom: TBD




Office Hours: TBD

Meeting Times: TBD




Office Phone: TBD

Office: TBD





Email: TBD

Website: carmen.osu.edu (enter your OSU userid and password)

Course Description. The movies are an undeniably influential element of culture in the United States.  Along with television and the internet, the American film industry has outstripped print culture as the primary source of the stories we tell ourselves about ourselves.  And yet, writing remains the foundation of both the production and reception of movies. In this course, we will explore the diversity of American films by a single director, Francis Ford Coppola, thinking and writing about what these movies mean to us as a culture and how they make that meaning.  Through a combination of in-class film screenings, lecture, group work, and peer review sessions, students will draft and revise film reviews, an annotated bibliography, and a final film analysis paper.  We will also hone close-viewing skills by giving oral presentations in which each student will break down and interpret a film scene shot-by-shot.
GEC Statement.

1.B. Writing and Related Skills; Second Course

Goals/Rationale: The purpose of courses in this category is to develop students’ skills in writing, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression.

Learning Objectives: Students further develop expository writing skills (including strategies for revision), critical and analytical thinking skills as applied to both print and visual texts, research methods, and gain oral presentation experience.
Required Texts. The following readings are required and are available for purchase at the SBX bookstore.

• Timothy Corrigan.  A Short Guide to Writing about Film, 6th Edition.  Longman, 2005.

• Any college-level writing handbook.  See Carmen home page for suggestions.


• Select secondary readings available through Carmen

Course Requirements. In addition to regular attendance and class participation, students are required to complete the following written assignments.

• Two formal film reviews, worth collectively twenty percent (20%) of the final grade;

• An annotated bibliography of criticism on a specific film or genre of films, worth twenty-five percent (25%) of the final grade;

• An oral presentation, interpreting a scene shot-by-shot, worth twenty percent (20%) of the final grade;
• A final analysis paper, worth thirty-five percent (35%) of the final grade.

Please note that I reserve the right to fail any student who does not complete all the written assignments for this course.

Grading Scale. I will use the following grade scale for assigning grades in this course.

Normal rounding rules apply. I DO NOT grade on a curve.
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Assignment Make-Up Policy. If for any family, medical, or personal emergency you find it necessary to miss a class during which a scheduled assignment is due, you must contact me as soon as possible (preferably via e-mail). Medical excuses will require a note from a doctor stating clearly that the student was medically unable to attend class on the day of the scheduled assignment. (A note merely confirming that you visited the health clinic or your personal physician is not sufficient.) I understand that genuine cases with extenuating circumstances may arise during the quarter and will try to make reasonable accommodations if you contact me in a timely manner. Please note that scheduling conflicts with other University activities—such as band, sports, and exams outside of regularly-scheduled class meetings, etc.—or outside work are not a valid excuse for missing deadlines.

Academic Misconduct.  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Disability Services.  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Course Schedule. As is the case with most schedules, this one is subject to change. Weekly topics are followed by the associated assigned readings. Please complete all readings before coming to class each week. 

Week One: Introduction; Research Methods in Film Studies 
Reading: André Bazin (Carmen); Corrigan, pp. 127 – 146

Assignment: Receive prompts for Annotated Bibliography and Film Reviews

Week Two: How to Watch a Film
Screening: The Godfather
Reading: Andrew Sarris (Carmen); Corrigan, pp. 18 – 36; 82 – 108

Week Three: How to Evaluate a Film
Reading: Corrigan, pp. 8 – 10, 14 – 16; Godfather reviews (Carmen)

Assignment: 1st draft of Annotated Bibliography due (to peer group)

Week Four: Peer Review
Reading: Corrigan, pp. 109 – 126

Assignment: Peer review sessions; Film Review #1

Week Five: Terms and Topics for Analysis
Screening: The Conversation
Reading: Corrigan, pp. 36 – 57

Assignment: 2nd draft of Annotated Bibliography due (to instructor)

Week Six: Terms and Topics for Analysis (Cont’d)
Screening: Apocalypse Now Redux
Reading: Corrigan, pp. 57 – 80; Burke & Fertel (Carmen)

Assignment: Receive prompt for Analysis Paper
Week Seven: Critical Analysis
Reading: Greene & Demory (Carmen)

Assignment: Final draft of Annotated Bibliography; Film Review #2

Week Eight: Critical Analysis (Cont’d)
Screening: Hearts of Darkness
Reading: Worthy (Carmen) 
Assignment: 1st draft of Analysis Paper due (to peer group and instructor)

Week Nine: Peer Review
Assignment: Peer review sessions

Week Ten: Group Presentations; Course Evaluation

Assignment: In-class presentations

Exam Week: Final drafts of analysis papers due to instructor in class during the scheduled exam time.
